
COURSE DESCRIPTION
1. GENERAL
SCHOOL MUSIC AND AUDIOVISUAL ARTS

DEPARTMENT AUDIO AND VISUAL ARTS

LEVEL Undergraduate

COURSE CODE AVA448 SEMESTER 4th

COURSE TITLE Site-Specific Performance

INDEPENDENT TEACHING ACTIVITIES WEEKLY TEACHING
HOURS

ECTS

3 5

COURSE CATEGORY

COURSE TYPE Elective

PREREQUISITES  -

LANGUAGE OF TEACHING
and EXAMINATIONS

Greek

THE COURSE IS OFFERED
TO ERASMUS STUDENTS

YES (In English)

URL https://avarts.ionio.gr/en/studies/undergraduate/courses-descriptions/ava448/

ECLASS

2. TEACHING RESULTS
Teaching Results

Understanding performance and space as interdependent fields of inquiry
Familiarity with basic terms and historical references of site-specific performance
Understanding the city and public space as a source and place of artistic works and interventions
Developing both theoretical and practical tools for analysis and fieldwork• Exploring methodology in practice-
as-research, processing of archival material
Investigating the use of digital art and audiovisual media in artistic action in the fabric of the city
Developing the critical capacity to process ideas in relation to spectator-citizen-participant and practical
embodied experiences• Independent practical work

General Skills
Seek, analyze and synthesize data
Adaptation to new environments
Decision making
Autonomous work
Team work
Work in interdisciplinary environment
Production of new research ideas
Project design and management
Respect for diversity
Respect for natural environment
Gender sensitivity
Freedom of thought

3. CONTENT
The module investigates the artistic, aesthetic and political expressions of contemporary site-specific performance in
the urban environment. Spatial parameters play an important role in the production of meaning and in the process of
knowledge production, both in the field of performance and theater, but also in the complex urban environment.
Theorists and practitioners of performance, theater and the visual arts of the last century challenged established
ideas that governed the space of the observer and the space of the actor, looking for the empowerment of the
experience of the audience, and searching for a new language for the performing and visual arts.What is the
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importance of artistic site-specific performance in the contemporary urban landscape? How can artistic interventions
in the city and performative events shape or change our relationship with the urban space? The module examines
how, through site-specific performance and artistic interventions in the fabric of the city, issues of contemporary
society and everyday life emerge, as well as how the city becomes a field of creative search.

1st Week - An introduction to concepts of space in performing arts and installations. 

2nd Week - From ritual to theater. From the circle to the semicircle. The place and time of theater place.

3rd Week - Performance space and scenographic approaches in contemporary theater in Greece.

4th Week - Theater and technology. Theater as spectacle. Site-specific performance: performances in spaces beyond
theater stage space.

5th Week - Space, instalations, visual environments.

6th Week - The city as an archive. Walking and urban space. Public space, memory, identity.

7th Week - Methodological approaches to theoretical and practical research on site-specific performance.

8th Week - Fieldwork. Planning performative actions in the city.

9th Week - Practical investigation of artistic actions.

10th Week - Documenting observations – analysis and processing the material. Analysis of ideas and further
guidance.

11th Week - Developing ideas in relation to the aim of artistic actions and interventions. Analysis of the role of
spectator-citizen-participant.

12th Week - Summary of key terms, methodologies and objectives of the module. Analysis and discussion of the
topics of the final assignments.

13th Week - Presentation of performative actions and feedback. Directions for further development of actions and
their support with theoretical material and examples.

4. TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION
TEACHING METHOD

USE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGIES

Audiovisual technology, Internet

TEACHING STRUCTURE Activity Semester Workload
Lectures 26
Lab Practice 13
Literature Study and
Analysis

56

Practice and Preparation 30
Course Total (ECTS: 5) 125

EVALUATION OF STUDENTS Presentations of performative actions and
theoretical approaches of site-specific
performance during the semester
Practical work and presentations on a selected
topic. Students are invited to produce and present
a performance or artistic intervention in a pre-
selected area of the city. The topic, the format, the
means to be used will arise from students’
interests in discussion and under the guidance of
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the tutors
Individual written work, theoretical support,
analysis of methodology and aims of the final
artistic project
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Online sources

Punchdrunk https://www.punchdrunk.com/
Shunt https://www.shunt.co.uk/
Station House Opera http://www.stationhouseopera.com/
Wrights & Sites http://www.mis-guide.com
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