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COURSE DESCRIPTION

1. GENERAL
SCHOOL MUSIC AND AUDIOVISUAL ARTS
DEPARTMENT AUDIO AND VISUAL ARTS
LEVEL Undergraduate
COURSE CODE AUD824 SEMESTER g
COURSE TITLE Sound Environments
INDEPENDENT TEACHING ACTIVITIES WEEKLY TEACHING ECTS
HOURS

Lecture, Tutorial 3 5
COURSE CATEGORY Deepening Knowledge
COURSE TYPE Elective
PREREQUISITES -
LANGUAGE OF TEACHING | Greek
and EXAMINATIONS
THE COURSE IS OFFERED | YES (In English)
TO ERASMUS STUDENTS
URL https://avarts.ionio.gr/en/studies/undergraduate/courses-descriptions/aud824/
ECLASS https://e-class.ionio.gr/courses/DAVA299
2. TEACHING RESULTS
Teaching Results
This course aims at the study of the acoustic environment and its correlation with the art of sound at a creative level.
Through practical processes, an experiential learning is attempted, as far as the exploration of the environment is
concerned, and its potential for being the basis for developing creative skills. This knowledge is also useful for other
applications concerning sound creation and embodyment in different types of audio-visual content. Personal essays
give students the opportunity to develop a personal style and artistic language, by being encouraged to choose their
own techniques and expresiveness.
General Skills

e Autonomous work

e Team work

e Project design and management

e Freedom of thought

3. CONTENT

Under the influence of new technological means, sound environments are evolving, as new ways of expression in the
cultural field are penetrating society. Acoustic environments art’s object is the sound itself, beyond the limits of
‘music’ in its conventional meaning. It deals with sound as a multifaceted, dynamic spatial phenomenon and explores
new means for forming and presenting sounds through various kinds of media. Therefore, acoustic environments art
constitutes an experimental field of practical research, aiming at applying new acoustic technologies, as well as at
exploring the role of sound as a cultural phenomenon in any given environment. Emphasis is placed on the analysis of
the work of notable representatives of acoustic environments art and the realisation of relative practical exercises.

1st Week: Intoduction, module description, educational aims. Basic terminology, soundscape, acoustic ecology,
soundscape composition.

2nd Week: Fundamental field recording techniques, soundscapes and sounding objects, discussion, field recording.
3rd Week: Listening and analysis of sounds recorded during class. Basic categorization of sounds through the prism

of acoustic ecology (background-foreground, geophysical-biological-human sources, focused-non focused recordings).
Recording of sounding objects in class.
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4th Week: Nature and electroacoustic music: correlation of the language of electroacoustic music with sound shapes
and sounding objects of the natural environment. Listening-examples.

5th Week: Sound diffusion in class, through multichannel loudspeaker system. Internal space of sound and its
relation with the acoustic space of performance.

Practical signal routing (stereo to multi-speaker output) and performance in class.

6th Week: Soundwalk: introduction, discussion, applications. Practise-based soundwalk in the city environment, with
recording in parallel. Discussion in open space.

7th Week: World Soundscape Project and Acoustic Ecology: The Vancouver Soundscape Project. Listening of works
and student projects, analysis, sound diffusion in class.

8th Week: Real-Hybrid-Abstract soundscapes. Soundwalk in the city of Corfu and recording in the field at the area of
old fortress.

9th Week: Listening-analysis of works. Presentation of student works through sound diffusion (A)
10th Week: Listening-analysis of works. Presentation of student works through sound diffusion (B)
11th Week: Listening-analysis of works. Presentation of student works through sound diffusion (C)
12th Week: General reviewing. Preparation for final presentation (rehearsals and coaching)

13th Week: Final presentation in the form of concert.

4. TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION

TEACHING METHOD Lectures

USE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION Enhanced by multimedia content.

TECHNOLOGIES The learning process is supported by the asyncrhonous e-
learning platform e-class.

TEACHING STRUCTURE Activity Semester Workload
Lectures 26
Lab Practice 13
Literature Study and 56
Analysis
Practice and Preparation 30
Course Total (ECTS: 5) 125

EVALUATION OF STUDENTS Examination is made through a final project (soundscape
composition) which is given at the end of semester as an
audio file, accompanied by a written supporting
document. The student's progress throughout the
semester and activity in class are also appreciated.
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